
  
April 8, 2019                                Staples High School 

 
WESTPORT BOARD OF EDUCATION 

SPECIAL MEETING 
 

AGENDA*  
 

(Agenda Subject to Modification in Accordance with Law) 
 
PUBLIC CALL TO ORDER 
6:30 p.m., Staples High School, Room 1025c 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: Discussion of Attorney-Client Privileged Memorandum Regarding Transition in 
District Leadership 
 
RESUME PUBLIC SESSION/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
7:30 p.m., Staples High School, Cafeteria B (Room 301) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM BOARD AND ADMINISTRATION 
     
PUBLIC QUESTIONS/COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS (15 MINUTES) 
 
MINUTES: March 18; March 25; March 28; April 1; and April 3, 2019, pages 1-9 
 
DISCUSSION/ACTION 
 
1. Architectural Work at Bedford Middle School, pages 11-14  (Encl.) Dr. Anthony Buono 

   Mr. Elio Longo 
Dr. Adam Rosen  
Mr. Philip Cerrone 

 
2.  Discussion of transition in district leadership, including but not limited to:  Mr. Mark Mathias 

a.   Separation Agreement regarding Superintendent of Schools 
b.   Appointment of Acting Superintendent of Schools 

 
3. Student and Faculty Calendar 2020-21 School Year, page 15 (Encl.) Dr. Anthony Buono 

 
4. Coleytown Middle School - Special Appropriation Request Board (Encl.) Mr. Elio Longo 

of Finance, pages 17-18 
 
5. Alternate Location of Solar Canopies at Staples High School,  (Encl.) Dr. Anthony Buono 

pages 19-21   Mr. Elio Longo 
 

UPDATES 
 
1. February Health Insurance Report, page 23  (Encl.) Mr. Elio Longo 

 
2. Finance and Facilities Committee  Ms. Elaine Whitney 
   Mr. Neil Phillips  
 
3. Teaching and Learning Committee  Ms. Candice Savin 

 
4. Policy Committee  Ms. Karen Kleine 

 
5. BMS Modular Committee and the CMS School Building Committee  Ms. Karen Kleine 
 
ADJOURNMENT 



 
*A 2/3 vote is required to go to executive session, to add a topic to the agenda of a regular meeting, or to start a new topic after 10:30 p.m. 
The meeting can also be viewed on Cablevision on channel 78; Frontier channel 6021 and by video stream @www.westportps.org 

 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION WELCOME USING THE FOLLOWING GUIDELINES: 
 • Comment on non-agenda topics will occur during the first 15 minutes except when staff or guest presentations are scheduled. 
 • Board will not engage in dialogue on non-agenda items. 
 • Public may speak as agenda topics come up for discussion or information. 
 • Speakers on non-agenda items are limited to 2 minutes each, except by prior arrangement with chair. 
 • Speakers on agenda items are limited to 3 minutes each, except by prior arrangement with chair. 
 • Speakers must give name and use microphone. 
 • Responses to questions may be deferred if answers not immediately available. 
 • Public comment is normally not invited for topics listed for action after having been publicly discussed at one or more meetings. 



Meeting:  March 18, 2019                                                                  Staples High School 
  
 

WESTPORT BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES 
MEETING 

  
 
Board Members Present: Administrators Present: 
Mark Mathias Chair Colleen Palmer       Superintendent of Schools 
Jeannie Smith Vice Chair Anthony Buono       Asst. Superintendent, Teaching & Learning 
Elaine Whitney Secretary Tina Mannarino       Asst. Superintendent, Pupil Personnel Services 
Karen Kleine  Elio Longo               Chief Financial Officer  
Vik Muktavaram John Bayers            Director of Human Resources 
Candice Savin 
Neil Phillips 
  
 
PUBLIC CALL TO ORDER:   6:38 p.m., Staples High School, Principal’s Conference Room 1025C 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:     Discussion Concerning the Employment of the Superintendent 
 
Mark Mathias moved to go into executive session at 6:38 p.m.for  discussion concerning the employment of the 
Superintendent of Schools ; seconded by Elaine Whitney and passed unanimously. Dr. Colleen Palmer 
participated in the executive session at the invitation of the Board. 
 
The executive session adjourned at 7:02 p.m. 
  
RESUME PUBLIC SESSION/ PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:    7:40 p.m.,  Staples High School, Cafeteria B 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM BOARD AND ADMINISTRATION 
 
It was announced that Dr. Colleen Palmer will retire effective July 31, 2019. 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS/COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS (15 MINUTES) 
 
MINUTES:   January 31, February 25, February 27, March 1, March 4, and March 12, 2019 
 
Elaine Whitney moved to approve the minutes of January 31, February 25, February 27, March 1, March 4, 
and March 12, 2019; seconded by Jeannie Smith and passed unanimously. 
  
DISCUSSION: 
 
Update on CMS Building Project  
 
  Update on BMS 6-8 Planning  
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  Parent Survey Results and Middle School Education Visioning  
  
 Synthetic Turf Fields and Staples Track  
  
Student and Faculty Calendar FY 2020 FY 2021 School Year 
  
 
DISCUSSION/ACTION: 
 
Discussion of FY 2019 - FY 2020 Education Budget in Light of Vote by Board of Finance to Reduce Overall Budget 
by $250,000 and a Possible Vote to Request Restoration from the BoF 

  
Be it resolved, that the Board of Education elects to  not  request a restoration to the Board of 
Education budget for FY 2019 - FY 2020.  
 

MOTION: Elaine Whitney 
SECOND: Karen Kleine 
RESULT: Passed Unanimously 
VOTE: 7-0 

 
Awarding of RFP #19-006 Master Plan Facilities Consultant to Antinozzi Associates 
 

Be it resolved, that upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools the Board of 
Education awards RFP #19-006 Master Plan Facilities Consultant to respondent Antinozzi 
Associates for the RFP scope of services in the bid amount of $279,500 (fee proposal and 
reimbursable expenses), subject to the approval by the Board of Finance allowing the Board of 
Education to expend an additional $79,500 for said award above the Board of Education's sole 
spending discretion of up to $200,000 in total of Carry Over Account funds during a given fiscal 
year, in accordance with the Memorandum of Understanding between the Board of Education 
and the Board of Finance effective August 31, 2015.  
 

MOTION: Mark Mathias 
SECOND: Jeannie Smith 
RESULT: Passed Unanimously 
VOTE: 7-0 

 
*** 
At 10:42 p.m., Mark Mathias moved to continue with the following agenda items, as it was after 10:30 p.m.: update 
items on the Teaching and Learning Committee, the BMS Modular Committee and the CMS Building Committee; 
and discussion/acton items on the Superintendent’s resignation of employment and the appointment of a personnel 
search committee regarding the position of Superintendent of Schools; seconded by Jeannie Smith and passed 
unanimously. 
*** 
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UPDATES: 
   

Teaching and Learning Committee 
  

BMS Modular Committee and the CMS School Building Committee 
  

Finance and Facilities Committee 
Deferred by consensus to a future meeting  

  
Policy Committee  

Deferred by consensus to a future meeting  
 
 
DISCUSSION/ACTION: 
  
Discussion and Action on Superintendent Resignation of Employment  
  

Be it resolved, that the Board of Education accepts with gratitude the resignation of Dr. Colleen 
Palmer from her position of Superintendent of Schools, such resignation to be effective July 31, 
2019. 
 

MOTION: Mark Mathias 
SECOND: Vik Muktavaram 
RESULT: Passed Unanimously 
VOTE: 7-0 

 
Discussion and Action to Appoint a Personnel Search Committee Regarding the Position of Superintendent of 
Schools 
  

Be it resolved, that the Board of Education hereby creates a Personnel Search Committee in 
accordance with Conn. Gen. Statutes Section 1-200(7) for the purpose of recommending a 
candidate for the position of Superintendent of Schools, and 
  
Be it further resolved that the members of the Board of Education are hereby appointed to serve 
on such Personnel Search Committee. 
 

MOTION: Mark Mathias 
SECOND: Jeannie Smith 
RESULT: Passed Unanimously 
VOTE: 7-0 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT:   Mark Mathias moved to adjourn at 11:21 p.m..; seconded by Jeannie Smith and passed 
unanimously. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Elaine Whitney, Secretary 
(Minutes written by Lisa Marriott) 
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Meeting:  March 25, 2019 Staples High School 
  
 

WESTPORT BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES 
MEETING 

  
 
Board Members Present:  
Mark Mathias Chair  
Jeannie Smith Vice Chair  
Elaine Whitney* Secretary  
Karen Kleine    
Vik Muktavaram  
Candice Savin 
Neil Phillips 
  
*Participated by phone until 7:54 p.m. and in person thereafter. 
 
PUBLIC CALL TO ORDER:  7:35 p.m., Staples High School, Principal’s Conference Room, 1025C 
 
DISCUSSION/ACTION: 
 
Discussion and Action to Appoint a Personnel Search Committee Regarding the Position of Staples High School 
Principal 

  
Be it resolved, that the Board of Education hereby creates a Personnel Search Committee in 
accordance with Conn. Gen. Stat. Section 1-200(7) for the purpose of recommending a 
candidate for the position of Staples High School Principal, and 
  
Be it further resolved, that the members of the Board of Education are hereby appointed to 
serve on such Personnel Search Committee. 
 

MOTION: Mark Mathias 
SECOND: Vik Muktavaram 
RESULT: Passed Unanimously 
VOTE: 7-0  

 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:   Evaluation of the Performance of Individual Members of the Board of Education 
 
Mark Mathias moved to go into executive session at 7:46 p.m.for Evaluation of the Performance of Individual 
Members of the Board of Education; seconded by Candice Savin and passed unanimously. 
 
The executive session adjourned at 9:32 p.m. 
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ADJOURNMENT:  9:32 p.m.  
 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Elaine Whitney, Secretary 
(Minutes written by Lisa Marriott) 
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Meeting: April 1,  2019 Staples High School 
 
 

WESTPORT BOARD OF EDUCATION 
       Special Meeting  

  
 
Board Members Present: Administrators Present:  
Mark Mathias Chair Anthony Buono       Asst. Superintendent, Teaching & Learning 
Jeannie Smith Vice Chair Tina Mannarino       Asst. Superintendent, Pupil Personnel Services 
Elaine Whitney Secretary Elio Longo               Chief Financial Officer 
Karen Kleine   John Bayers            Director of Human Resources 
Vik Muktavaram  
Candice Savin  
Neil Phillips 
 
 
PUBLIC SESSION/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  7:36 p.m.., Staples High School, Room 1025C 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM BOARD AND ADMINISTRATION 
 
It was announced that the 2019 Staples High School graduation ceremony will take place on Tuesday, June 
18, 2019. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Coleytown Middle School Proposed Enhancements/Improvements 
 

Be it resolved, that the Board of Education approves the submission of the Coleytown Middle 
School Recommended Enhancements/Improvements to the CMS Building Committee in response 
to the CMS Building Committee's request for educational specifications.  
 

MOTION: Candice Savin 
SECOND: Jeannie Smith 
RESULT: Passed Unanimously 
VOTE: 7-0 

 
WORK SESSION: 
 
Coleytown Middle School Plan for Fiscal Year  2020-2021 

 
ADJOURNMENT:  Mark Mathias moved to adjourn at 9:39 p.m.; seconded by Jeannie Smith and passed 
unanimously. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Elaine Whitney, Secretary, Board of Education 
(Minutes written by Lisa Marriott) 
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Meeting: April 3,  2019 Staples High School 
 
 

WESTPORT BOARD OF EDUCATION 
       Special Meeting  
(Anticipated *Executive Session)  

  
 
Board Members Present:  
Mark Mathias Chair  
Jeannie Smith Vice Chair  
Elaine Whitney Secretary  
Karen Kleine    
Vik Muktavaram  
Candice Savin  
Neil Phillips 
 
 
 
 
PUBLIC CALL TO ORDER:  7:33 p.m.., Staples High School, Room 1025C 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Discussion of Attorney-Client Privileged Memorandum Regarding Transition in 
District Leadership 
 
Mark Mathias moved to go into executive session for Discussion of Attorney-Client Privileged Memorandum 
Regarding Transition in District Leadership; seconded by Candice Savin and passed unanimously.  All Board 
members were present; Neil Phillips participated by phone until 8:13 p.m. and in person thereafter.  Jessica 
Richardson Smith of Shipman & Goodwin participated in the executive session at the invitation of the Board. 
  
 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  9:14 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Elaine Whitney, Secretary, Board of Education 
(Minutes written by Lisa Marriott) 
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WESTPORT PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
2020-2021 DRAFT SCHOOL CALENDAR 

 
      School in Session 
      Teacher Professional Development 
      Snow Dates 

KEY DATES 

Aug 20-24 Professional Development 
Aug 25 First Day of School  
Sept 7 Labor Day 
Sept 19 Rosh Hashanah 
Sept 28 Yom Kippur 
Nov 3 Election Day – Professional Development 
Nov 25-27 Thanksgiving Recess 
Dec 24-Jan 1 Winter Recess 
Jan 18 Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
Feb 12 Professional Development 
Feb 15 Presidents’ Day 
Feb 12-19 February Recess 
Feb 18-19 Professional Development 
Apr 2 Good Friday 
April 12-19 Spring Recess 
April 19 Professional Development 
May 31 Memorial Day 
June 9 Last Day of School/Graduation (Early
 Release) 

 

Students: 182 days Teachers: 188 days 

There are 5 snow days built into the calendar. If there are no 
snow days, teachers’/students’ last day will be June 9. In the 
event that additional make-up days are needed, District 
schools will use, in the following order: Monday, April 12; 
Tuesday, April 13; Wednesday, April 14; Thursday, April 15; 
Friday, April 16. 

 

July 2020 
M T W T F 
  1 2 3 

6 7 8 9 10 
13 14 15 16 17 
20 21 22 23 24 
27 28 29 30 31 

August 2020 
M T W T F 
3 4 5 6 7 

10 11 12 13 14 
17 18 19 20 21 
24 25 26 27 28 
31     

September 2020 
M T W T F 
 1 2 3 4 

7 8 9 10 11 
14 15 16 17 18 
21 22 23 24 25 
28 29 30   

October 2020 
M T W T F 
   1 2 

5 6 7 8 9 
12 13 14 15 16 
19 20 21 22 23 
26 27 28 29 30 

November 2020 
M T W T F 
2 3 4 5 6 
9 10 11 12 13 

16 17 18 19 20 
23 24 25 26 27 
30     

December 2020 
M T W T F 
 1 2 3 4 

7 8 9 10 11 
14 15 16 17 18 
21 22 23 24 25 
28 29 30 31  

 

 

January 2021 
M T W T F 
    1 

4 5 6 7 8 
11 12 13 14 15 
18 19 20 21 22 
25 26 27 28 29 

February 2021 
M T W T F 
1 2 3 4 5 
8 9 10 11 12 

15 16 17 18 19 
22 23 24 25 26 

     
March 2021 

M T W T F 
1 2 3 4 5 
8 9 10 11 12 

15 16 17 18 19 
22 23 24 25 26 
29 30 31   

April 2021 
M T W T F 
   1 2 

5 6 7 8 9 
12 13 14 15 16 
19 20 21 22 23 
26 27 28 29 30 

May 2021 
M T W T F 
3 4 5 6 7 

10 11 12 13 14 
17 18 19 20 21 
24 25 26 27 28 
31     

June 2021 
M T W T F 
 1 2 3 4 

7 8 9 10 11 
14 15 16 17 18 
21 22 23 24 25 
28 29 30   
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